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These public trusts he fulfilled with a sincere patriotism, a sagacious judg- 
ment and moderation and integrity which deserved and secured success. 

In private life, which for many years he fondly coveted, he was social, in- 
telligent, generous, and urbane. 

The evening of his lengthened days was cheerful and tranquil, and their 
close was welcomed with resignation and borne without a pang. 

Mr. Short has in his possession a silver medal of $ B K Society, 
on the back of which are the letters S. P., December 5, 1776. The 
obverse has the Greek letters $ B K, three stars, and an index 
hand. This medal was probably that of his ancestor, Peyton 
Short. 



THE FIRST COLLEGIATE MEDALS. 

The following letter was received in October last, and is of 
much interest: 

Boston, October 8, 1895. 
To the President of William and Mary OoUege: 

Deab Sib: — The very interesting description of the award of gold medals 
of your institution, presented to certain students by the proceeds of an endow- 
ment by Lord Botetourt, in 1 773-' 75, an account of which, with an engraving, 
appeared in The William and Maey Quabtebly, gave the first authentic de- 
scription of them which numismatists had been able to obtain, though their 
existence had long been known, and some account was printed in this journal 
[The American Journal of Numismatics] many years ago. In the issue for 
July of the Journal, a copy of which was sent to your librarian some weeks 
ago, and which, I trust, came safely to hand, we gave an account of these 
pieces, with some reference to the volume on American Historical Medals, by 
the late Mr. C. W. Betts, of Yale, who had also mentioned them in his valu- 
able work. I have ventured, in the interest of the science of numismatics, to 
write to you, although a stranger, for the pnrpose of obtaining, if possible, 
some further information concerning them. It is desired to know if those 
medals were struck from dies, or were engraved with the device of the king 
and queen, etc. If they were struck, it is desired to know by whom, and if 
the dies were made in England or in America. In either case the medals have 
a peculiar interest, for it is believed that they were the first medallic prizes 
offered in what is now the United States. There were certain educational 
medals offered, and descriptions of one or two which were awarded, in Lima, 
South America, at a little earlier date, have been preserved. Hence, if these 
were struck from dies, it is a matter of much historical interest. It would be 
very pleasant to an old member of the Phi Beta Kappa to learn that the first 
intercollegiate society with educational objects, and the first educational prize 
for scholastic attainments, in the shape of struck and engraved medals (the 
Phi Beta Kappa key being the latter), came from the venerable institution over 
which you preside. I trust that the motive of my inquiry will be considered a 
satisfactory excuse for my trespassing on your kindness. If you can favor me 
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with an early reply, that the facts may be stated in our next number, I shall 
be greatly obliged. Very respectfully, yours, 

William T. E. Mabvin, 
Editor of American Journal, of Numismatics. 

The dies, obverse and reverse, from which the Botetourt medals 
were struck, are still the property of William and Mary College, 
and are in a good state of preservation. They have a steel disc 
If inches in diameter, let in an iron octagon, each of whose faces 
is 2 inches by If inches. Each die weighs two pounds and ten 
ounces avoirdupois. On one of the faces I contrived, after a good 
deal of cleaning, to ascertain the names of the makers, " [McjCart- 
ney and Bayley." I have enclosed the first two letters in brack- 
ets, as my reading is somewhat conjectural as to them, owing to 
the rust. The other letters are plain enough. To repeat here 
briefly the history of these medals, which were of gold: They were 
instituted by Lord Botetourt, when governor. Two were awarded 
each year — one for excellence in mathematics, which was given in 
1772 to Nathaniel Burwell, in 1773 to David Stuart, in 1774 to 
Joseph Eggleston, and in 1775 to John White; another, for excel- 
lence in mathematics, awarded in 1772 to James Madison, after- 
ward president of the College, in 1773 to Samuel Sheild, in 1774 
to Walker Maury, and in 1775 to Thomas Evans. I have exam- 
ined one of these medals, inherited from Bev. Samuel Sheild by 
Misses Mary and Mallory Sheild, of Hampton. Another, I learn, 
is held by Mr. George H. Burwell, Millwood, Clarke county, Vir- 
ginia: and still another, formerly the property of John White, is 
in the hands of his descendants. The figures and letters on the 
medal awarded to Bev. Samuel Sheild are beautifully defined, and 
show superior art in the cutting. (See Quabtebly, Vol. III., pp. 
144, 207, 270.) 



THE PIEST CHAIR OP LAW AND POLICE. 

In 1779 the Chair of Law and Police was established at William 
and Mary College through the influence of Mr. Jefferson. George 
Wythe was the first incumbent, and he was succeeded by Judge 
St. George Tucker, and after him the regular line of succession con- 
tinued until lfc61, through Judge William Nelson, Chancellor 
Bobert Nelson, Judge James Semple, Judge N. Beverley Tucker, 
Judge Scarburgh, Julian Minor, and Charles Morris. This chair 
was next to Sir William Blackstone's at Oxford, in point of be- 



